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Objectives: Heath care reforms in the last decade have resulted in improved access to health care services and pharmaceuticals in Turkey. As a result of this, several measures were taken to curb the increasing healthcare expenditures.  In recent years, the government has focused on the burden of imported drugs on the Turkish economy and has declared increasing R&D activities and supporting local production as the main objectives of the 10th Development Plan. In this respect, the government has targeted to meet 60% of the pharmaceutical need in terms of value through local production. Pharmaceutical companies are required to invest for local production of their products. This study aimed at outlining the local production policies in Turkey.  

Methods: Data for the study are obtained from the Turkish Pharmaceuticals and Medicines Agency (TITCK). Calculations are made by the TITCK with the discount rates published by the Social Security Institution (SSI).  

Results: Local production policies are comprised of five stages. There are different policies for drugs with equivalent groups and without equivalent groups. For drugs with equivalent groups, there will be three stages. Local production policies are first applied to drugs with 50% or more local products in the market. Followed by drugs with more than 10% and less than 10% local products. The fourth stage will be applied to imported drugs and fifth stage will be applied to drugs without an equivalent groups. 

Conclusions: The first stage of local production policies has been completed where 48 drugs will be delisted from the reimbursement list as of 8 February 2018. The government expects to save 22,3 billion TRY (5,7 billion €) from this policy.  The Ministry is meeting companies for the following stages. Additional incentives for licensing, pricing and reimbursement policies of these locally produced drugs are on the agenda of the government.  





	
